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FATHER PAUL MARSHALL NAMED NEW RECTOR AT UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON 
DAYTON, Ohio - As a high school student at Cathedral Latin in Cleveland in the mid-
1960s, Paul Marshall saw in the Marianist way of life a way to address society's injustices. 
"The brothers in Cleveland promoted interaction and racial integration. They helped me 
realize that that religion is part of the solution in dealing with questions of race," said Marshall, 
who was drawn to ministry and attracted by the Marianists' spirituality and commitment to 
community life. "They were fun-loving, prayerful men. It was easy to see myself following this 
inclination to serve God within that group," said Marshall, who joined the Marianists in 1965 and 
was ordained a priest in 1976. 
In July, Marshall will start a new phase in Marianist life, when he becomes rector of the 
University of Dayton. Marshall, a 1969 UD alumnus, has been an assistant professor in the 
religious studies department since 2000. 
As rector, he will work to "articulate the Marianist vision and mission and help people 
reflect and focus on what it means to be a Catholic, Marianist institution." Coordinating those 
conversations throughout the University is part of his role, as is serving as "one of the major 
voices that galvanizes the wishes and dreams of the Marianist brothers and sisters for UD" as a 
liaison between the president's office and the vowed Marianists. 
"It's not just sharing a brochure. It's a way of life, a way of living," he said. 
It's also a challenge faced by religious institutions around the country: preserving a 
tradition and identity amid declining numbers of vowed religious. "There is a sincere desire not 
to lose this unique characteristic, this gift of being Catholic and Marianist," Marshall said. 
A UD trustee from 1995 to 2000, Marshall brings strengths from a wide variety of 
experiences to the rector's role. He served "17 good years" as pastor of a central city, 
predominantly African-American parish, St. Aloysius in Cleveland, where he dealt first with 
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the question, "Will this place stay open?" and later with, "How do we grow as a community -
being Catholic and expressing our African-American heritage?" 
Other questions followed over the years. "What's the future of the church? What's the 
future of the black church? Will we see a real integration of Roman Catholic tradition and 
African-American faith and culture?" 
Those questions eventually led him back to school to the Catholic Theological Union in 
Chicago, where he's a candidate for a doctor of ministry degree and is writing a dissertation with 
the working title, "The Saints are Marching: African-American Catholic Spirituality." 
"The spirituality that African-American Catholics have experienced has laid the 
foundation for them to remain within the church," he said. His research explores the experiences 
of liberation and reconciliation and a spirituality he characterizes as holistic, communitarian and 
contemplative. "There's an active freedom. People, when they pray, witness the freedom of God's 
spirit." A former retreat master, Marshall intends for his research to become a process that 
parishes can use to deepen spirituality. 
A member of the National Black Catholic Clergy Caucus since 1988, he served as its 
president from 1993 to 1995. The organization focused on the development of black leaders for 
the church, helped to identify black candidates for bishops and saw the number of black bishops 
increase from two to 14. The caucus, he said, has been a voice to encourage dioceses to heed 
Pope Paul VI's exhortation to "Enrich the church with your gift of blackness." 
Among numerous other trustee positions, Marshall currently serves on the board of Bread 
for the World in Washington, D.C. He served on the planning team for the formation of the 
Marianist Province of the United States, and he's a member of the provincial chapter and the 
social justice committee of the new province. 
"When you talk about social justice, I'm aware that institutions change the way things are 
done," Marshall said. There is power and value "to be in the church, to work at racial 
reconciliation and at just and fair relationships. Our own institution is part of the team that's 
working for justice in the world." 
As a parish priest, his ministry went beyond pastoral skills and the parish boundaries. 
Ministry, he said, "means improving the neighborhoods and the lives of the people who live in 
them. That's part of our ministry as Marianists and what we mean by being a community." 
His work as rector will be equally expansive, from working with President Daniel Curran 
on a long-range vision, to taking part in conversations about what it means to be educated in the 
Marianist tradition, to working with the vowed Marianists to deepen what it means to be an 
apostolic team on campus, to helping students embrace and grow in faith. 
"A lot of the programs the rector's office and the rector's council sponsor are just fun 
kinds of things to do. They help UD realize what it means to be a community." 
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